May 21, 2008

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
this Sunset Memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,903 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their unborn
babies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 21, 2008, 12,903 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. BAR-
RETT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CALVERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
ENERGY PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PETERSON) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, let the record show that on
Wednesday, May 21, oil hit $137 a barrel
and closed at about $134. Natural gas
has pushed by $11.50 per thousand and
is approaching $12.

Yes, this chart I have shows the
growth in energy costs. Price of oil
continues to skyrocket. I guess the
part that’s surprising is, as a 12-year
Member of this body, that it’s not a
crisis here. This Congress is not treat-
ing energy prices as if it was a crisis.

I was looking at my notes before I
came down from an October time when
I came down to the floor, and we talked
then, as we were Kkind of climbing
through the eighties, and that day we
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had hit $94 a barrel. And we all shud-
dered that we might be approaching
$100, and here we are a few months
later, not only past $100, but at $134
and actually hit $137 today.

Do we have a bipartisan task force by
the House and Senate that would look
at how we deal with this energy crisis
and how we deal with these high prices
that American consumers are strug-
gling with? The answer is no. Do we
have a special House committee look-
ing for solutions? The answer is no.

Yesterday, the House had a bill. It
was defined and named to cut costs,
cut gas costs. Will it? Well, the first
part of the bill dealt with trying to fig-
ure out a legal way that we can sue the
OPEC countries for not producing
enough oil. Now, Saudi Arabia alone
produces 12 million barrels a day, and
many of the other countries, 10, 9, 7,
but we think they should produce
more.

It’s interesting, on this floor a few
months ago, when we had some energy
bills pass that didn’t have any energy
in them, we claimed that it was a new
era. The era of oil was over. We were
moving into the fields, the new fields,
and energy dependence on foreign
countries would disappear.

I’ve been in Congress 12 years. We’ve
increased dependency almost 2 percent
a year every year I've been here, and
we’re on a pattern that by 2015, if we
don’t change, we’ll be 85 percent de-
pendent on foreign, mostly dictator-
ship, unstable countries, not always
friendly to us.

I think that’s a serious crisis for the
American people. It’s a serious crisis
for American businesses to compete.
It’s a serious crisis to our defense of
this country.

I wish our governmental leaders,
White House and legislative included,
were half as interested in energy prices
as our military was. Because when I
talk to the leaders of the Air Force
specifically, who use a huge amount of
our energy flying our planes, they want
60 percent of their energy to be non-
foreign, and they’re working judi-
ciously to do other fuels from coal and
fuels from gas and trying to have other
non-oil fuels because in oil we’re just
becoming majorly foreign dependent.

Today, the Senate determined that
when they return after the May recess,
they’re going to deal in the week or
two ©period with climate change.
They’re going to deal with carbon
taxes because they think that a one-
and-a-half percentage degree in tem-
perature increase in this country, in
this world, is a greater threat to our
future than energy prices that most
Americans can’t afford, and most busi-
nesses can’t compete in the global
economy if they continue.

But the Senate is not talking about
energy. They’re talking about a cli-
mate bill and a carbon tax which will
increase energy prices 25 to 30 percent.
Much of America today hit $4 in gaso-
line. That means if the Senate acts as
they say they’re going to, a carbon tax
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